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Elias Naumann 

* 14.10.1981, 2 children 

Contact 
 
 

SFB 884 “Political Economy of Reforms” 
University of Mannheim 
B6 30-32 
68131 Mannheim 
Germany 
 

 

 
 

naumann@uni-mannheim.de 
www.eliasnaumann.de 

 

Research Interests 

Political Sociology, Comparative Welfare State Research, Age and Ageing, Behavioural Economics, Survey 
Methodology, Causal Analysis in Social Policy Research 

Education 

2010-2014 PhD in Sociology (summa cum laude) 
PhD program at the Graduate School of Economic and Social 
Sciences 
Title of the PhD thesis: “The Dynamics of Welfare Attitudes 
in Times of Welfare State Retrenchment” 
Supervisors: Prof. Dr. Bernhard Ebbinghaus, Prof. Dr. Claus 
Wendt 
awarded with the Bojanovsky-dissertation prize 

University Mannheim 

2003-2009 Diploma in Sociology (with distinction) 
Title of the Diploma Thesis: „Status and Fairness – Dictator 
Games in Hospitals“ Supervisor: Prof. Dr. Thomas Voss 
Minors: Economics and Mathematics 

University of Leipzig 

Academic Positions 

since 2014 Post-Doc Researcher 
SFB 884 „The Political Economy of Reforms“ 

University Mannheim 

March – July 
2016 

Research Fellow at the Robert Schuman Center for Advanced 
Studies, ERC-Project “Willing to Pay” (Prof. Dr. Sven 
Steinmo), European University Institute, Florence, Italy 

European University 
Institute, Florence, Italy 

2010-2014 Researcher at the SFB 884 „The Political Economy of 
Reforms“ 
Project A6: Welfare State Support from below: linking 
individual interests and organized interests in Europe 
(Prof. Dr. Bernhard Ebbinghaus, Prof. Dr. Claus Wendt) 

University Mannheim 

2009-2010 Researcher at the Chair of Urban Sociology 
(Prof. Dr. Annette Spellerberg) 

University Kaiserslautern 

2009 Researcher at the DFG-Projekt „Status and Fairness among 
Youths“ (Dr. Ulf Liebe) 
 
 
 

University Leipzig 
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Prizes 

2015 Bojanovsky-Prize for the best  PhD thesis at the University of Mannheim in the area  of the 
empirical examination of societal change (1.250€) 

2015 Best Paper Award for the article “Population Ageing, the Intergenerational Conflict, and 
Active Ageing Policies”, presented at the conference “Building an evidence base for active 
ageing policies: Active Ageing Index and its potential” organised by the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe, the EU-Commission und the Oxford Institute of 
Population Ageing (4.000€) 

2013 Young Scholar Award, Graduate School of Economic and Social Sciences, University of  
Mannheim (1.000€) 

2013 Demography Prize for the article „Die Alterung der Gesellschaft und der 
Generationenkonflikt in Europa [Population Ageing and Intergenerational Conflict in 
Europe“, Intergenerational Foundation (1.000€), (with M. Hess und L. Steinkopf) 

Conferences and Workshops 

Invited Workshops 

 2017 
 
 
2016 
 
 
2016 
 
2016 
 
2015 
 
2015 
 
2014 
2013 

Research Workshop “What People know and think: The Role 
of Attitudes and Information in the Process of Political 
Decision-Making and Policy Use” 
Workshop on “Policy Feedback and Public Opinion” (M. 
Busemeyer, ERC-project “Investing in Education in Europe: 
Attitudes, Politics, and Policies”) 
2nd Gothenburg-Barcelona Workshop on Experimental 
Political Science (Jordi Munoz) 
Workshop on “Willingness to pay? Testing Institutionalist 
Theory with Experiments (S. Steinmo) 
Workshop on Experimental Approaches to the Politics of 
Inequality and Redistribution (D. Rueda) 
1st Gothenburg-Barcelona Workshop on Experimental 
Political Science (P. Esaiasson) 
International Welfare State Research Workshop (P. Marx) 
Workshop on Recent Advances in Research on International 
Social Policy (J. Bo Davidsson) 

Bamberg 
 
 
Konstanz 
 
 
Barcelona 
 
Florence 
 
Oxford 
 
Gothenburg 
 
Odense 
Lund 

Conferences 

 2017 
 
2016 

ESPAnet General Conference, Stream Organiser 
Jahreskongress Schweizer Gesellschaft für Soziologie 
SFB 884 Conference “Inequality and Fairness of Political 
Reforms”, Session Chair 
ESPAnet General Conference, Stream Organiser 

Lisbon 
Zürich 
Mannheim 
 
Rotterdam 

 2015 ESPAnet General Conference 
ESRA General Conference 

Odense 
Reykjavik 

 2014 Norwegian Citizen Panel Conference 
ESPAnet General Conference 
EDAC-ESPAnet Winter School 

Bergen 
Oslo 
Leuven 

 2013 NordWel/NordForsk Conference: Shifting to Post-Crisis 
Welfare States in Europe? 
ESPAnet General Conference 

Berlin 
 
Posen 

 2012 ECPR Joint Sessions 
Annual ISA-RC 19 Conference 
ESA-RN1 Workshop 

Antwerp 
Oslo 
Umea 
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Stays abroad 

2016 Visiting Research Fellow at the Robert Schuman Center for 
Advanced Studies, ERC-Project “Willing to Pay? Testing 
Institutionalist Theories with Experiments”, European 
University Institute, Florence, Italy 

European University 
Institue, Florence, Italy 

2007 6-months Erasmus-Student Université de Nantes, 
France 

2002/03 One year bicycle travel around the world  

Service to the Profession 

• Reviewer for Journal of European Social Policy, Socio-Economic Review, Journal of Social Policy, 
Health Policy, Social Policy & Administration, British Journal of Political Science, European Societies, 
Scandinavian Political Studies, Acta Sociologica 

• Responsible for the Design of the Mannheim Reformmonitor (a yearly repeated survey as part of the 
German Internet Panel) 

• Member of the „Questionnaire Board“ of the German Internet Panel (GIP) 

• Organiser of the International Research Workshop “Welfare State Support from Below” at the 
University of Mannheim, 2014 

• Elected Member of the „Doctoral Student Representative Committee”, Graduate School of Economic 
and Social Sciences (2011-2013) 

• Elected student representative, University of Leipzig (2006-2009) 

Research projects 

as PI or Co-PI  

2016 Data Collection in the Swedish Citizen Panel (approx. 8.000 respondents) (supported by 
Laboratory of Opinion Research (LORE), University of Gothenburg) 

2016 Data Collection with YouGov in 4 European countries for the project “Comparative 
Experimental Research: How does Immigration Influence Support for Redistribution and 
the External Validity of Experimental Studies (with T. Gschwend) (supported by DFG 
through SFB 884: 15.000€) 

2014 Data collection in the Dutch LISS Panel (supported by SFB 884) (approx. 5.000€) 

2014 Data collection in the Norwegian Citizen Panel (supported by the University of Bergen) 
(approx. 5.000€) 

2013 Data collection in the Dutch LISS Panel (supported by CentERdata, University of Tilburg) 
(approx. 15.000€) 

as collaborator 

2018-2021 Project A6 “Welfare State Support from Below: Linking Organized Interests and Public 
Attitudes in Europe” (PIs: Prof. Dr. Katja Möhring, Prof. Bernhard Ebbinghaus) in the 
Collaborative Research Centre 884 “The Political Economy of Reforms” 

• financed by the German Research Foundation (DFG), approx.. 460,000 €, 2018-
2021 

• Post-Doc Researcher 

2014-2017 
 

Project A6 “Welfare State Support from Below: Linking Organized Interests and Public 
Attitudes in Europe” (PIs: Prof. Bernhard Ebbinghaus, Prof. Timo Weishaupt) in the 
Collaborative Research Centre 884 “The Political Economy of Reforms” 

• Post-Doc Researcher 

• successful application for the third funding period in 2017 
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2010-2013 Project A6 “Welfare State Support from Below: Linking Organized Interests and Public 
Attitudes in Europe” (PIs: Prof. Bernhard Ebbinghaus, Prof. Claus Wendt) in the 
Collaborative Research Centre 884 “The Political Economy of Reforms” 

• PhD Researcher 

• successful application for the second funding period in 2013 

2009 “Innovative Konzepte zur regionalen Evakuierung unter Einbeziehung mobiler 
Informationssysteme (REPKA)”, PI: Prof. Dr. Annette Spellerberg, funded by BMBF 

• PhD Researcher 

2009 “Status und Fainess unter Jugendlichen”, PI: Prof. Dr. Ulf Liebe, funded by DFG 

• Research Assistant  

 

List of Publications - Elias Naumann 

Journal Articles (peer-reviewed)  
[13] Marx, P. & E. Naumann (2018): Do right-wing parties foster welfare chauvinistic attitudes? 

A longitudinal study of the 2015 ‘refugee crisis’ in Germany, Electoral Studies (accepted for 
publication) 

[12] Naumann, E., Stötzer, L & G. Pietrantuono (2018): Attitudes towards highly skilled and low 
skilled migrants in Europe – Survey Experiments in 15 European Countries, in 
Begutachtung, European Journal of Political Research (accepted for publication). 

[11] Naumann, E. & L. Stötzer (2018): Immigration and Support for Redistribution: Survey 
Experiments in three European Countries, West European Politics, 41, 80-101. 

[10] Naumann, E. (2017): Do Increasing Reform Pressures Change Welfare State Preferences? 
An Experimental Study on Population Ageing, Pension Reform Preferences, Political 
Knowledge and Ideology, Ageing & Society 37,2: 266-294. 

[9] Liebe, U., Tutic, A. & E. Naumann (2017): Sozialer Status und Altruismus: Ein 
Feldexperiment im Krankenhaus, Kölner Zeitschrift für Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie, 69, 1: 109-
129. 

[8] Hess, M., E. Naumann & L. Steinkopf (2017): Population Ageing, the Intergenerational 
Conflict, and Active Ageing Policies – a multilevel study of 27 European countries. Journal 
of Population Ageing, 10, 1: 11-23. 

[7] Jensen, C. & E. Naumann (2016): Increasing Pressures and Support for Public Healthcare, 
Health Policy, 120 (6): 698-705. 

[6] Naumann, E., C. Buss & J. Bähr (2016): How unemployment experience affects support for 
the welfare state: A real panel approach, European Sociological Review, 32 (1): 81-92. 

[5] Naumann, E., M. Hess & L. Steinkopf (2015): Die Alterung der Gesellschaft und der 
Generationenkonflikt in Europa, Zeitschrift für Soziologie, 44(6): 426-446. 

[4] Hofäcker, D. & E. Naumann (2015): The emerging trend of work beyond retirement age in 
Germany – Increasing social inequality? Zeitschrift für Gerontologie und Geriatrie 48: 473-479. 

[3] Wendt, C., E. Naumann & J. Klitzke (2014): Reformbedarf im deutschen 
Gesundheitssystem aus Sicht der Bevölkerung, Zeitschrift für Sozialreform 60(4): 333-348. 

[2] Naumann, E. (2014): Increasing conflict in times of retrenchment? Attitudes towards 
healthcare provision in Europe between 1996 and 2002. International Journal of Social Welfare 
23:276–286 

[1] Krumpal, I., H. Rauhut, D. Böhr & E.Naumann (2011): The framing of risks and the 
communication of subjective probabilities for victimizations, Quality&Quantity 45: 1331-
1348. 

Books and Edited Volumes 
[1] Ebbinghaus, B. & E. Naumann (Eds.) (2018): Welfare State Reforms Seen From Below. Comparing 

Public Attitudes and Organized Interests in Britain and Germany, Palgrave. 
Contributions to edited volumes 
[7] B. Ebbinghaus & E. Naumann (2018): Class, Union or Party Allegiance? Comparing 

Pension Reform Preferences in Britain and Germany. In B. Ebbinghaus & E. Naumann 
(Eds.): Welfare State Reforms Seen from Below. Palgrave. 
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[6] C. Wendt & E. Naumann (2018): Demand for Healthcare Reform by Public Opinion and 
Medical Professionals: A Comparative Survey Analysis. In B. Ebbinghaus & E. Naumann 
(Eds.): Welfare State Reforms Seen from Below. Palgrave. 

[5] B. Ebbinghaus & E. Naumann (2017): The Popularity of Pension and Unemployment 
Policies Revisited: The Erosion of Public Support in Britain and Germany. In B. 
Ebbinghaus & E. Naumann (Eds.): Welfare State Reforms Seen from Below. Palgrave. 

[4] E. Naumann (2017): Trust in Ageing Societies: Confidence in Pensions across Europe. In 
B. Ebbinghaus & E. Naumann (Eds.): Welfare State Reforms Seen from Below. Palgrave. 

[3] Buss, C., B. Ebbinghaus & E. Naumann (2017): Conditions for the deservingness of the 
unemployed - Support for the conditionality of unemployment benefits in 23 European 
countries, 1990-2008. In van Oorschot, W., et al..: The Social Legitimacy of Targeted 
Welfare: Attitudes to Welfare Deservingness. Edward Elgar. 

[2] Hofäcker, D., M. Hess & E. Naumann (2015): Changing retirement transitions in times of 
paradigmatic political change: towards growing inequalities? pp. 205-226. In Torp, C (Ed.): 
Challenges of Ageing: Retirement, Pensions and Intergenerational Justice, Palgrave. 

[1] Naumann, E. (2014): Raising the Retirement Age: Retrenchment, Feedback and Attitudes, 
S. 223-243. In: S. Kumlin & I. Stadelmann-Steffen (Eds): How Welfare States Shape the 
Democratic Public, Edward Elgar. 

Other 
[5] Naumann, E. (2017): Einstellungen zur nationalen Familienpolitik in Europa, in 

Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung: Dossier zum Thema Familienpolitik. 
[4] Naumann, E. & J. Jeron (2015): Hebammenversorgung in Wiesbaden, Forschungsbericht 

im Auftrag des Kreisverbandes Wiesbaden des Deutschen Hebammenvebandes (DHV). 
[3] Naumann, E. (2013): Book review „The Politics of Welfare State Reform in Continental 

Europe“ von S. Häusermann, Political Studies Review 11(2) 
[2] Naumann, E. (2012): Book review „Das Europa der Europäer – Über die Wahrnehmungen 

eines politischen Raums“ von D. Gaxie et al., Soziologische Revue 35(3) 
[1] Jeron, J. & E. Naumann (2010): Ein Kreuzchen hier, ein Kreuzchen da – 

Leistungsbewertung im Kreißsaal, Forschungsbericht zur Ausbildungssituation von 
Hebammen im Auftrag des Bundesrates werdender Hebammen. Hebammenforum 7/2010: 
S. 611 - 614 

 

 


